
Services provided  
to School Program

The Kinect Energy Schools Program

Educational institutions face unique challenges in regard to  

energy management because of their geographic layout,  

differential age of facilities, and need for accurate budgeting 

in regard to energy spend. Kinect Energy has been serving 

the energy management needs of schools for more than  

two decades.

Today, more than ever, you need to know that your school is 

receiving the lowest possible natural gas and electric supply 

costs. That is exactly what the Kinect Energy Schools Program 

does – we provide low cost, predictable, professionally  

guided energy management services.

CASE STUDY:   
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

The University of Minnesota (U of M) 

is the fourth largest public university 

in the U.S., serving the needs of more 

than 70,000 students. The U of M boasts world class research, 

medical, business, education, pharmacy, law, public health, 

management, engineering and science schools.

Energy Challenges & Solutions

The University of Minnesota consists of five geographically  

dispersed campuses. The energy challenge is to manage each 

campus as economically and efficiently as possible. To meet 

this objective, Kinect Energy works with the U of M to employ  

a number of services, including a comprehensive price risk 

management strategy, customized to meet their risk objectives, 

and most importantly to give them price certainty.

q  Lowest cost natural gas and 
electricity

q  Managed transport services

q  Mitigate price volatility

q  Professional energy  
consultation

q  Comprehensive risk planning

q  On-going assessment of 
strategies and objectives

q  Hedging analysis and  
recommendations

q  Daily monitoring of market

q  Customized on-line reporting

q  Accurate budget preparation

q  Invoice review and  
reconciliation

Energy Management
for Education

SPEND A SMALLER SLICE 
OF YOUR ENERGY DOLLAR

JEROME MALMQUIST 
Director of Energy Management

University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN

Since the University of Minnesota joined the Kinect Energy 
Schools Program just six years ago, we have recognized 
savings of nearly a million dollars with their third party  
procurement services. The Program also provides a  
customized risk management plan, execution of hedges,  
and valuable assistance with budgeting and forecasting.
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Procurement Services 

Procurement Services are the core of the energy 

management strategy. Monthly, Kinect Energy 

evaluates whether the U of M should receive 

natural gas supply through the local utility service 

or third party transport gas service. This method 

ensures that the U of M receives the lowest  

possible price for gas supply – coupled with  

higher reliability. The Schools Program also 

provides the U of M with a constant gas supply 

source even when the utility calls a curtailment. 

Substantial savings are also realized by not having  

to operate premium priced fuel back-up systems.

Price Risk Management Services 

Price Risk Management Services is a key factor 

to the success of any energy management plan. 

Kinect Energy partners with the U of M staff to 

execute gas hedges and purchases to meet the 

plan objectives. On-going assessments of market 

conditions are analyzed to provide the U of M 

with the best-possible data guidance.  

Reporting Services

Reporting Services provide timely and valuable 

data to the U of M. The school receives a  

consistent flow of budget updates, hedge position  

reports, and cost/usage reports at a U of M  

(consolidated) level, campus level, campus building  

level, and meter level. The Schools Program  

keeps the U of M up-to-date on market pricing 

and industry trends through its Weekly Report.  

Invoicing Services 

Invoicing Services provided by Kinect Energy  

produces correct and timely invoice management.  

Invoices are reviewed, audited, reconciled and 

paid, ensuring accuracy and timeliness.

Consulting Services 

Kinect Energy provides timely information regarding  

bio-fuel opportunities. The astute energy  

management practices employed has resulted  

in lower cost, improved efficiency, and better 

managed risk throughout the University system.
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KINECT ENERGY GROUP’S SERVICES

PROCUREMENT 
& LOGISTICS

PRICE RISK 
MANAGEMENT

DATA MANAGEMENT 
& REPORTING

REGULATORYADVISORY
SERVICES

SUSTAINABILITY
CONSULTING

Services provided to U of M

q Natural gas procurement

q Price risk management

q Consulting

q Invoicing, reconciliation, audit and payment

q Reporting and data management


